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LIMITED OFICIAL USE GABORONE 1508 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, SREF, RH, BC 

SUBJECT: AMCIT PREXY NESBITT SLAMS USG POLICY ON MERCENARIES 

1 . BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS MAY 19 CARRIES FRONT-PAGE STORY OF 
BOTSWANA VISIT OF AMCIT PREXY NESBITT WHO IS REFERRED TO AS 
DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO OPPOSE BANK LOANS 
TO SOUTH AFRICA AND ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN COMMITTEE 
ON AFRICA. ACCORDING TO DAILY NEWS, NESBITT WAS SHARPLY CRI- 
TICAL OF USG POLICIES WHICH DO NOT STOP RECRUITMENT OF AMER 
ICAN MERCENARIES BY RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES. HE ALLEGED 
THAT AMCIT MERCENARIES MAY EVEN HAVE TAKEN PART IN LESOMA 
AMBUSH WHERE 15 BDF SOLDIERS WERE KILLED. NESBITT REPORTEDLY 
STATED THAT HIS ORGANIZATIONS ARE "PRESSING THE AMERICAN GOV- 
ERNMENT TO END THE VICIOUS BUSINESS OF RECRUITING MERCENARIES 
IN USA TO GO TO RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA". 
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2. WITH REGARD TO U.S. ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH 
AFRICA, NESBITT REPORTEDLY SAID THAT HIS ORGANIZATIONS 
URGE U.S. BUSINESS TO RELOCATE FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO BOT- 
SWANA, SWAZILAND OR ZAMBIA. NESBITT REPORTEDLY SAID 
THAT RECENT SAG ACTIONS IN BIKO CASE AND BANNINGS OF 
ANTI- APARTHEID ORGANIZATIONS ARE BEGINNING TO CONVINCE 
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AMERICANS THAT SOUTH AFRICA IS "FACIST" REGIME. CONSE- 
QUENTLY, AMERICAN CORPORATIONS, BANKS, RELIGIOUS GROUPS 
AND UNIVERSITIES HAVE BEGUN TO WITHDRAW THEIR INVESTMENTS 
FROM SOUTH AFRICA. NESBITT IS REPORTED TO HAVE SHARPLY 
CRITICIZED USG FOR "DOUBLE STAND ARD" WHICH CONDEMNS APAR- 
THEID WHILE REFUSING TO CUT ECONOMIC TIES WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

3. NESBITT TOLD DAILY NEWS THAT HIS ORGANIZATIONS ARE 
READY TO GET INVOLVED IN MEETING NEEDS OF REFUGEES IN 
BOTSWANA. HE REPORTEDLY OFFERED "FINANCIAL AND 
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE", CLOTHING AND EDUCATION FOR REFUGEES 
AND VISITED SELEGI-PIKWE REFUGEE CAMP. ACCORDING TO 
DAILY NEWS, NESBITT CLAIMED THAT BOTH ORGANIZATIONS ARE 
VOLUNTARY AND "DO NOT WANT ANY ASSISTANCE FROM THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT". 

4. ACCORDING TO DAILY NEWS NESBITT MET WITH PRESIDENTIAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY CHARLES TIBONE, UNHCR REPS AND 
UBS FACULTY MEMBERS. TIBONE TOLD US THAT NESBITT'S 
PRIMARY PURPOSE IN REQUESTING APPOINTMENT APPEARED TO 
BE ARRANGING VISITS TO FRANCISTOWN AND SELEBI PIKWE 
REFUGEE CAMPS. PERMISSION FOR VISITS WAS GRANTED, 

ALTHOUGH TIBONE WARNED NESBITT THAT CAMP ADMINISTRATORS 
MIGHT ALREADY BE OCCUPIED WITH STEADY STREAM OF OTHER 
VISITORS. ACCORDING TO TIBONE, NESBITT NOTED THAT 
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AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON AFRICA HAD ALREADY MADE SOME 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO ZIMBABWEAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN REFUGEES, 

BUT HE COULD NOT MAKE ANY SIGNIFICANT NEW OFFERS 
OF ASSISTANCE. NESBITT DID NOT RAISE ISSUE OF AMCITS 
SERVING WITH RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES DURING HIS MEET- 
ING WITH TIBONE. DAILY NEWS REPORTED THAT 
NESBITT IS ON "FACT-FINDING TOUR" OF FRONTLINE STATES 
SO THAT HE MAY WELL TURN UP IN LUSAKA, DAR OR MAPUTO 
IN NEAR FUTURE. 

5. COMMENT AND ACTION REQUESTED: NESBITT PREDICTABLY 
HAS HAD NO CONTACT WITH EMBASSY NOR HAVE WE RECEIVED 
ANY INQUIRIES ABOUT HIM FROM GOB OR UNHCR. ISSUE OF 
AMERICAN MERCENARIES IN RHODESIA APPEARS IN BOTSWANA 
MEDIA FROM TIME TO TIME, BUT NESBITT'S COMMENTS ARE PAR- 
TICULARLY DAMAGING AND BIZARRE BECAUSE THEY COME FROM AN 
AMERICAN AND LINK AMERICAN MERCENARIES WITH EMOTION-LADEN 
LESOMA AMBUSH. WE BELIEVE NESBITT HAS POTENTIAL TO STIR 

UP MORE TROUBLE DURING HIS PLANNED TRAVEL TO OTHER 
FRONTLINE CAPITALS. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
ANY INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT BE AVAILABLE TO DEPARTMENT 
ABOUT NESBITT OR THE ORGANIZATIONS HE PURPORTS TO REP- 
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RESENT. 

ALBERTI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MERCENARIES, NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GABORO01508 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78021 8-0761 
Format: TEL 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780530/aaaaazfc.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 149e0799-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2608733 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMCIT PREXY NESBITT SLAMS USG POLICY ON MERCENARIES 
TAGS: MOPS, SREF, RH, BC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/149e0799-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



